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Bike Safely to Work Day rolls May 14
Save money, save gas, learn how to save lives at statewide events

 
ST. PAUL, Minn.-Save on gas, leave your car at home and bike to work on Wednesday, May 14, Bike Safely to
Work Day. Events are planned for the Twin Cities and other locations statewide to help reinforce the importance
of safety as the bicycle season begins.

The May 14 events are part of the Bike Safely to Work Week in Minnesota that Gov. Tim Pawlenty has
proclaimed for the week of May 12-16, 2008, in order to heighten safety awareness for bicyclists and motorists
alike.

“In warmer weather, there are more bicyclists on the road and, as a result, a higher incidence of bicycle-motorist
crashes,” said Darryl Anderson, state bicycle and pedestrian coordinator for the Minnesota Department of
Transportation.

Each year, an average of eight cyclists is killed and nearly 1,000 injured in crashes with motor vehicles. The
primary mistakes bicyclists make are failing to yield the right of way and failing to obey a traffic sign. For
motorists, contributing factors leading to crashes are inattention and obscured vision.

Based on annual crash data, the majority of bicycle injuries occur in the five-month period May through
September.

Minnesota’s “Share the Road” bicycle safety program was created in 2005 to educate bicyclists and motorists
about how they can travel safely and help reduce crashes.
The law is clear: bicyclists and motorists share the responsibility for bicycle safety. Eight “rules of the road” to
improve bicycle safety are:

1. Bicyclists may ride on all Minnesota roads, except where restricted.
2. Bicyclists should ride on the road, and must ride in the same direction as traffic.
3. Motorists must at all times maintain a three-foot clearance when passing a bicyclist.
4. Bicyclists must obey all traffic control signs and signals, just as motorists.
5. Motorists and bicyclists must yield the right-of-way to each other.
6. Bicyclists should signal their turns and ride in a predictable manner.
7. Lights and reflectors are required at night. 
8. Bicyclists should always wear helmets and bright reflective gear.
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